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Questions for Study and Analysis

1.  How have the various significant provisions of BAPCPA impacted legal fees charged in 
consumer bankruptcies? 

A.  Standard economic indicators. 

(i) Cost of living (2003-2004 v. 2007-2008); 

(ii) Inflation (2003 - 2004 v. 2007-2008) 

B. Compare cost of living increases/inflation to increases in legal fees 

(i) Chapter 7 cases 

(ii) Chapter 13 cases

C. Controlling for inflation and cost of living increases, compare legal fees 
charged in 2003-2004 to fees charged in 2007-2008 (pre-BAPCPA v. post-
BAPCPA).

What else would we control for?  What are some of the other factors that could affect fees 
between the two periods of time? 

2. Are there “market rates” for bankruptcy fees in the post-BAPCPA world? 

A.  Chapter 7 “market rates” 

B.  Chapter 13 “market rates” 

What are the markets?  Judicial Districts?  Courts? (descriptive question) 
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C. With respect to Chapter 13 cases, what are the “no-look” fees in each district? 

D. What is the divergence in rates charges and the “no-look” fee in each district? 

E. What is the frequency of the “no-look” fee being charged in a Chapter 13, 
versus a fee application for a larger fee? 

(i) 2003-2004 (pre-BAPCPA v. post-BAPCPA) 

(ii) 2007-2008 (pre-BAPCPA v. post-BAPCPA) 

3. What is the relationship between the market-rate for fees charged (Average?  Median? 
Per Judicial District?) and pro se bankruptcy filings? 

Thesis:  The higher the market rate for legal fees, the more pro se bankruptcy filings. 

4. What fees are paid to professionals in consumer bankruptcies? 

(i) Chapter 7 fees paid to attorneys; 

a. 2003-2004

b. 2007-2008

(ii) Chapter 7 fees paid to “other professionals”; 

a. 2003- 2004 

b. 2007-2008

(iii) Chapter 13 fees paid to attorneys; 

a. 2003-2004

b. 2007-2008

(iv) Chapter 13 fees paid to “other professionals” 

a. 2003-2004

b. 2007-2008

           (Descriptive-  Average?  Median?  By Judicial District? By Judicial Circuit? By Region?) 
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5. Is there a difference between the fees charged by attorneys to above- and below-median 
income debtors? 

A. Post-BAPCPA attorney fees charged to debtor’s with income above the median 
income in their district; 

B. Compared to Post-BAPCPA attorney fees charged to debtors with income below 
the median income in their district. 

6. How often are petition preparers used? 

A. Chapter 7 cases 

(i) 2003-2004;
(ii) 2007-2008;

B. Chapter 13 cases 

(i) 2003-2004;
(ii) 2007-2008;

C. When used, what do they charge?

7. What is the relationship between attorney’s fees and the amount of unsecured debt 
discharged?

A. Chapter 7 cases 

(iii) 2003-2004;
(iv) 2007-2008;

B. Chapter 13 cases 

(iii) 2003-2004;
(iv) 2007-2008;

8. What is the relationship between attorney’s fees and the amount of secured debt 
discharged (all secured debt, including real estate)? 
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A. Chapter 7 cases 

(i) 2003-2004;
(ii) 2007-2008;

B. Chapter 13 cases 

(i) 2003-2004;
(ii) 2007-2008;

9. What is the relationship between attorney’s fees and the amount of real estate related 
secured debt discharged? 

A. Chapter 7 cases 

(i) 2003-2004;
(ii) 2007-2008;

B. Chapter 13 cases 

(i) 2003-2004;
(ii) 2007-2008;

10. What is the relationship between attorney’s fees and the amount of bankruptcy-related 
administrative costs (carving out attorney fees)? 

A. Chapter 7 cases 

(i) 2003-2004;
(ii) 2007-2008;

B. Chapter 13 cases 

(i) 2003-2004;
(ii) 2007-2008;

11. What is the relationship between attorney’s fees and the amount of trustee fees and 
expenses?

A. Chapter 7 cases 




